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Greetings, 
 
Welcome to our first quarterly newsletter.  2020 started off rough, and we have 
had to readjust our lives and most of our events. If this pandemic has taught me 
anything, it is that we need to stay connected to one another. I plan to send a 
newsletter out each quarter, fall, winter, spring and summer.  
 
With that said, summer is winding down; the kids are heading back to school 
(maybe), and each of us are trying get back to normal as we head toward the fall 
season. The verse that was in my spirt when I started working on this        
newsletter  Psalm  51:10 “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me.” 

 

We are united under the Gospel of Jesus Christ as one body. We have common    
beliefs, purposes and goals, and spending time together strengthens our bonds, 
drawing us closer together and helping each of us to sharpen our faith “…as 
iron sharpens iron.” (Proverbs 27:17 NIV) 
 
As we look forward to the fall, it is my fervent prayer that we will be of “one 
mind," and will seek not only to reengage in our mission, but also to remind         
ourselves of the hope that we have and the privilege that we share to worship 
freely which is denied to so many around the world. 

 

My desire is for the South Carolina Women’s Ministries to be a strong and    
unified body working together to make a difference to those around us.  
 
May the Lord bless you and give you favor as you encourage the women around 
you to do great things for the Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me. 

Psalm 51:10 



Cancellation of the Women’s Ministries Sparkle Conference 

I was looking forward to this year’s Sparkle Conference, but after meeting with the South Carolina’s 
Women’s Board, we decided it was best to be cautious and make the call to cancel this years event.  
Though we are sad to have to make this call, your health and well-being are much more important 
to us.  
 
With the numbers going higher, we felt that it was not safe to be in a large crowd at this time. We 
are certainly living in uncharted times and it has caused us to rearrange our lives. I pray for the  
healing of our Nation and for the Lord to cause this virus to die.  
 
The Board and I have agreed to focus all of our energies on a huge celebration next year at this 
event, so get ready to Sparkle and Shine.  
 
We will be refunding everyone's registration monies. Our office is working on this now. Please be 
patient with us during this process, due to the large number that was registered. We are working to 
have everyone’s refund back to you as soon as possible.   
 

Rev. Susan Collins, Bamberg  Rev. Virginia Allen, North Augusta High Praises 

Rev. Bertie Altman, Hardeeville  Rev. Cynthia Lovingood, Cherokee Falls 

Rev. Molly Varner, Great Victory Rev. Ramona Cristaldo, Monte Sinai 

Rev. Debbie Dyches, Remnant  Rev. Maria Lopes, Alfa Y Omega 

Rev. Amalia Ruiz, Ebenezer  Pastor Phyllis Spain, Bethel Zion Ministries 

Pastor Dorothy Carter, Antreville 



                            Covenant Sister Project Awards 

   Membership 1-50   High Falls, Amie Moon 

   Membership 51-100   Hill Street, Elizabeth Johnson 

   Membership 101-175   Marion 

   Membership 176-250   Grace Covenant, Andrea Foster 

   Membership 251-350   Trinity Springs, Tracy Black 

   Membership 351-Up   North Spartanburg, Lynn Flippo 

Home For Children Project Awards 

   Membership 1-50   Boltin Ave, Clayann Fields 

   Membership 51-100   Wren, Marilyn Patterson 

   Membership 101-175   Chester-Saluda Street, Janice Vaughn 

   Membership 176-250   Grace Covenant, Andrea Foster 

   Membership 251-350   Trinity Springs, Tracy Black 

   Membership 351-Up   North Spartanburg, Lynn Flippo 

Women With A Mission Project Awards 

   Membership 1-50   St. John, Tina Fields 

   Membership 51-100   Elgin, Annette DeVane 

   Membership 101-175   Chester-Saluda Street, Janice Vaughn 

   Membership 176-250   Grace Covenant, Andrea Foster 

   Membership 251-350   Beaufort, Carolyn Stubblefield 

   Membership 351-Up   International Praise, Sylvia Roberts 

Honor Awards 

Agape Worship Center 

Bethesda 

Cheraw 

Chester-Saluda Street 

Columbia College Drive 

Conway 

Coward 

Easley 

Fort Mill 

Garden Sanctuary 

Grace Covenant 

International Praise 

North Spartanburg 

O’Neal 

Society Hill 

Trinity Springs 

West Anderson 

Wren 

 

Progressive Award 

Durst Avenue 

Elgin 

Fairview 

Fountain of Life 

Kershaw 

Sweetwater 

Tremont 

Advanced Awards 

Belton 

Effingham 

Langley 

New Direction 

Park Place 

Simpsonville 



“I knew you before I formed 
you in  your mother's womb. 
Before you were born, I set you 
apart and appointed you as 
my prophet to the nations." 
  Jeremiah  1:5 

Prayer 
 
I know not by what methods rare, 
but this I know, God answers prayer.  
 
I know that He has given His word,  
which tells me prayer is always heard  
and He will answer soon or late;  
and so I pray and calmly wait. 
 
I know not if this blessing sought  
will come in just the way I thought,  
but leave my prayers with Him alone,  
whose will is wiser than my own.  
 
Assured that He will grant my quest,  
or send some answer far more blest. 
 
By: Irene Page 

Women’s Health And Tip Section 

Must Have Medical Tests for Women 

 
It's easy to put off going to the doctor. Life gets 

busy and you feel healthy. Right?  While you 

don't want to spend more time in the doctor's 

office than necessary, certain tests are well-

worth the time investment because they will  

extend the length of your life as well as the 

quality of your life. The following must have 

medical tests are ones you won't want to skip. 

 

      Tests you'll need once you turn 18: 

 
• Annual physicals  

• Twice a year dental exam 

• Annual breast exam 

 
Tests you'll need starting in your 20s: 

 
• Cholesterol test every five years 

 
Tests you'll need starting in your 40s: 

 
• Diabetes screening every three years 

• Annual mammogram 

 
Tests you'll need starting in your 50s: 

 
• Glaucoma and cataract screening 

• Thyroid test every five years 

• Colonoscopy every 10 years 

• Stress test every 10 years 

• C-reactive protein test 

 

Tests you'll need starting in your 60s: 

• Bone-density test  
 

By: Rachel Mork 



 

In 2018-2020, 

 South Carolina Church of God 

Women’s Ministries Raised 
 

$42,010.57 

This two-year campaign has established the first 
home for trafficked women and their children.  The 
rooms are beautifully decorated, prayers have    
covered every inch of the space. Ready to  welcome 
new residents. On May 26, the first mother and 
child were welcomed into the home.   

House of Cherith offers long term  
housing and support to women who 
are trying to break free from sex 
trafficking – giving residents the care 
they need emotionally, physically 
and spiritually.   



The Covenant Sister program is part of the International Women’s Ministries and is an arm of the 

denominational Covenant Ministry Team leadership approach. It brings the women of each state 

or region into a  covenant with the women and  ministry of the 14 states or regions  comprising 

the team. The focus of the Covenant program is encouragement, prayer, support, and kingdom 

building; helping mission states become self-supporting, where possible and participating in the 

shared vision of winning the world for Christ. We are in  covenant with the following states: 

Mission:  
 

Alaska, Canada-Quebec Maritimes, Midland Region, North Central Hispanic Region, 
South Central Hispanic Region 

 

Non Mission:  

California/Nevada, Florida-Cocoa, Georgia-North, Latin America, Ohio,  
New England Southern, Pacific Northwest Region, South Carolina  

 

 

HFC ReNu  

Goal:  $50,000.00 

The Women’s Ministries would like to introduce a special project 
this year to help our Home For Children do some much needed 
renovations. The kitchen, multipurpose room and  library is way 
past due for a facelift. The kitchen area has not been updated 
since 1960. 

I am excited that the Women’s Ministries in SC have a heart for 
our children. I know that this is near to Christ’s heart, because He 
instructed us to care for the widow and the orphans. Thank you in 
advance for your help. 

James 1:27 

Monies sent in for Home Missions is used for special projects within our state. Last year, we 
raised funds for the Airnasium which has been used by every department since its completion 
and will continue to be used in the years to come.  In past years, these funds have been used in 
times of disaster to assist local churches, updating the facilities at our campgrounds, assisting 
local churches in hardship and pastor’s wives.   



New Standard of Excellence Award Points 

Stewardship  & Service Commitment 

         Covenant Sisters   20 points 

         Home for Children   20 Points 

         Translation of Literature   10 Points 

         Home Missions    10 Points 

         WWAM Project   20 Points 

         Monthly Reporting   20 Points 

Imagine being able to buy a beauty product that    

promises to give youthful beauty that will last forever. 

No one would pass that by. In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 

the Bible says that our physical body is getting older 

and weaker. Our looks are only temporary, no matter 

how well we take care of ourselves. What we see on 

the outside will last only a short time, but what we    

cannot see will last forever. There is something inside 

us that is made new everyday in our spirits! So, instead 

of spending so much time on our outward appearance, 

let's spend more time on developing our inner, spiritual 

lives.   After all, our spirits will live forever. 

 
Becoming, New Testament, Thomas Nelson, Inc 2004 

www.crosswalk.com 

www.blueletterbible.org 

www.youversion.com 

www.pinterest.com  

www.group.com 

www.shindigz.com 

www.google.com/docs 

www.etsy.com 

www.Sharefaith.com      

  



 

 

 

 

Banana Split Pie 

   1 pkg. softened cream cheese (8oz.)   Graham cracker crust 
   1 cup powdered sugar     2 bananas, sliced 
   5 tbsp. milk      1 small can pineapple, drained 
   Cool Whip      chopped nuts (optional) 
   Cherries (optional) 
 
Mix first 3 ingredients together, Pour into crust.  Top with bananas and pineapple. Put Cool Whip on top and sprinkle 
chopped nuts and cherries. Refrigerate. Let pie set before eating.  

 
 

Fresh Strawberry Pie 
 

    1 (8oz) pie shell, baked   3 Tbsp. cornstarch 
    1 qt. strawberries   1 cup sugar 
 
 
Place half of the strawberries in shell. Cook the remaining half with sugar and cornstarch until thick. Pour this mixture 
over raw strawberries, put in refrigerator. Serve with whipped cream or Cool Whip if desired.  

 

Banana Nut Bread 

   1 1/4 cup of sugar    1/2 cup buttermilk 
   1/2 cup margarine, softened   1 tsp. vanilla 
   2 eggs      2 1/2 cups self rising flour 
   1 1/2 cup mashed ripe bananas      1 cup of chopped pecans 
 
 
Heat oven to 350. Grease bottom only of loaf pan. Mix sugar and margarine. Stir in eggs until well blended. Add          
bananas, buttermilk and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Stir in flour. Pour into pans. Bake 1 hour and 15 minutes.  

We plan to do this section in each of our newsletters and would love for you to send in some of your       

favorite recipes to be featured in this section.  Please send them to melody.hand@sccog.com with the   

recipe and pictures .  



 

 
 
Pastor Susan Collins and her husband Herb have worked together, side by side in  ministry at the 
Bamberg Church of God for 24 years. She officially accepted the lead  Pastor role in the year of "2009" 
after previously serving as the Associate Pastor for 4 years and Youth Pastor for 3 years.  Susan and 
Herb have been married 32 years. They have two miracle children and one grandson. 
 
 

Susan has ministered in several different states sharing her story of hope over coming severe depression and anxiety after a 
traumatic childbirth with her second child. She was also featured on God TV at the North Charleston Prayer Rally promoted  by 
Governor Nikki Haley in 2015.  Be on the look out for Susan's first published book "Still Standing" to be on the market soon 
which shares the joys and woes of life on the front lines being a Woman in Ministry. 
 
Many things have been accomplished under the leadership of Susan and her husband, Herb. The church had  a huge      
mortgage debt that initially would take 20 years to pay off but under their leadership it was paid in full within a few short years   
of their tenure. Susan shares the miracle story of experiencing a vision from God sitting in her living room. This vision showed 
her exactly how the church could pay off it's old debt.  

 
Over the years ministries were birthed that tremendously helped the community and society as a whole.  
Celebrate Recovery and the CRI (Prison Ministry) proved to be a true resource to a very improvished  
community. Many lives are still being changed and set free by the power of God through these ministries.   
 
Other ministries that have served the community over the years have been the Nursing Home Ministry, 
Youth Ministries and a growing THRIVE marriage ministry. A clothing ministry (the Samaritan Closet)  
was operated for several years by the longest charter member of the church, Joyce Crowley.  
 

The BCOG regularly supports missionaries in Ecuador and Honduras and a partnership with Richard Saxon by sending 
monthly support to the Israel project and the Jewish people. Susan was named the first woman PRIMO/A from the U.S. to 
Honduras at the 2015 S.C Camp meeting.  
 
The BCOG food ministry was birthed 3 years ago when the only grocery store in town closed their doors.  This store closing 
created an emergency within the community especially to the elderly and those whom have no transportation to shop out of 
town. Herb & Susan felt compelled to immediately respond to the crises in their community. Supplies were purchased, rooms 
were rearranged and shelves were added in the church  fellowship hall, training classes were added and a partnership with the 
Golden Harvest food Bank was formed. Today this ministry feeds approximately 400 people a month. The year of 2020       
created even a greater need for food assistance with the COVID-19 pandemic. This ministry has also helped with disaster relief 
by providing food and essentials to Florida, N.C. and S.C. This food ministry is still in operation today.  

 
 
Pastor Collins and Herb are a true team in ministry. They have many   
battle scars due to their labor of love and sacrifice. They have a heart for 
God and compassion for people.  

 
 
 

The Bamberg Church of God  

420 Calhoun St. Bamberg S.C. 29003.  

Website is www.bambergchurchofgod.org  
Find us on Facebook 





 

Embrace my strengths 
Get excited about life 
Enjoy giving and receiving love 
Face and transform my fears 
Ask for help and support when I need it 
Spring free of the Superwoman trap 
Trust myself 
Make my own decisions and choices 
Befriend myself 
Complete unfinished business 
Realize that I have emotional and practical rights 
Talk as nicely to myself as I do to my plants 
Honor my own needs 
Give myself credit for my accomplishments 
Love the little girl within me 
Overcome my addiction to approval 
Grant myself permission to play 
Quit being a responsibility Sponge 
Nurture others because I want to, not because I have to 
Choose what is right for me 
Say only when I really mean it 
Have realistic expectations 
Take risks and accept change 
Grow through challenges 
Be totally honest with myself 
Wave good-bye-to guilt 
Plan for the future, but live in the present 
Know that I am lovable 
Develop healthy, supportive relationships 
Accept myself just as I am now 


