It is the Most Wonderful Time of the Year:
Wanda Rabon
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President
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As we once again move toward the Holiday Season, which includes Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and then New Year’s Day, I want to take just a moment to encourage
you to pause and consider just how good God has been to us all over this past year.
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I believe the Holiday Season does not need to be filled with stress and anxiety
when we realize the purpose for celebrating these wonderful times of the year and
new year!
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I encourage you to really focus on this spirit of thanksgiving in advance during
this season, and I really believe God will give you a tremendous appreciation for
the Christ of Christmas as well. More than the “tinsel and the toys”, and more
than “bustle and the noise”, is the realization that Jesus came to earth over 2000
years ago for you and I to know the blessed gift of Salvation!
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Then, when these special days are over, take a week to reflect on the events of this
past year, and determine your goals for the new year ahead.
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November brings us the simple reminder that thankfulness is truly the kind of
spirit we are to have, and this thankfulness will be more meaningful when we are
both thankful to those around us, as well as to our God above us.

Here is a wonderful scripture in anticipation of the New Year: Philippians 3:1314 (NIV) “13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Press on! This walk with the Lord speaks of tenacity and resolve, so remember the
same God who has helped you make it through this year in victory will also be
there to help you in the year ahead!
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So, get out there and enjoy the Holiday Season!

O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is good: for
His mercy endureth for ever.
Psalm 107:1

Women’s Health And Tip Section

Basic Health Advice for Women

The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes
and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the
first job each morning consists in shoving it all back; in
listening to that other voice, taking that other point of views
letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing
in. C.S. Lewis
It seems that we are living our lives on “fast forward” in this
day and age. There is so much to do, so many places to go.
To add one more thing to our already too-full plates just
seems like too much. How can we make time for prayer
when we barely have time to eat breakfast?
The beauty of devoting time to private prayer is that it
calms us and fills us with the Holy Spirit, giving us patience
and forbearance to deal with whatever life tosses our way.
“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in
our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).
A Christian who attended prayer meeting faithfully always
confessed the same things during testimony time. His
prayer was seldom varied: “O Lord, since we last gathered
together, the cobwebs have come between us and Thee.
Clear away the cobwebs, that we may again see Thy face.”
One day a brother called out, “O Lord God, kill the spider!”

•

Eat a balanced diet

•

Drink plenty of water

•

Exercise regularly

•

Get adequate sleep (seven or eight hours a
night for most people)

•

Manage and reduce stress

•

Read your Bible daily

•

Report any breast changes or abnormalities
that you discover to your health provider

•

Avoid too much sun and use sunscreen when
exposed to sunlight

•

Maintain healthy weight

•

Get yearly checkups

•

Wash hands often

•

Cover mouth when you cough or sneeze

•

Avoid touching you eyes, nose, & mouth

•

Stay home from work or school, if you are

sick

I encourage you to take just a little time to devote to private
prayer. It will make a big difference in your life, as well as
our families, church, and nation!

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made: marvelous are thy
works; and that my soul knoweth right
well.
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We give honor to these beautiful ladies. Thank you for standing in the gap and blazing the trails before us.
Thank you for the souls that you encouraged along the way. You might not know it but you are still making
a difference for the Kingdom of God. Your prayers are still alive and living through those that you have
mentored. The Church of God in South Carolina has a rich history because of warriors of the faith like these
sparkling diamonds. We love you and appreciate you. May the Lord bless you and give you favor in all that
you do.

Within the next year, we are launching and organizing a state fellowship that is targeting a specific
group of ladies. This community of fellowship, Carolina Gems, will be for women who have lost
their spouse and find themselves among the ranks of widowhood. Our desire is to reach widows of
all ages among our churches in the state of South Carolina. Our goal is to create an encouraging
environment for these women to find camaraderie, fellowship, empowerment, etc. This will begin
by using social media, regular snail mail, and working together with the local church.
While developing this from a state level, we desire to incorporate the local church body to
encourage the widows of your congregation to join the fellowship. This is not designed to take
away from what the local church body is doing but to enhance the ministry in this area. We hope
that it will also bring connections and friendships among the state that otherwise may never
happen. Our ultimate goal is to provide a yearly one day retreat to bring all of these ladies together
for fun and fellowship.
We are so grateful for our state leadership and especially our First Lady, Wanda Rabon, because
they have endorsed and believe in this vision. While there are many things yet to accomplish
before we launch, we wanted to give you a 'heads-up' to look for information to come about
Carolina Gems.
We covet your prayers as we move forward in this endeavor.
Sandra Wooten, WM/CM State Coordinator

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness
as the stars for ever and ever.
Daniel 12:3

Congratulations to the wonderful women of South Carolina. You accepted the challenge, and
together we developed a strategy and set our goal to bless the House of Cherith in a mighty way.
South Carolina was not only recognized as the Winner in the (5 Star Category), but we were also
the runner-up (over-all) in most monies raised for this worthy project. Thank you for your faithfulness, love for missions, and tenacity when given a challenge. I love and appreciate you for all that
you do for the Kingdom. May the Lord bless you and give you favor.

Women’s Ministries Online web-store coming soon to our website. Just in time for Christmas. All the
proceeds will go toward our WWAM project. Our goal is to raise $50,000 in the next two years
through our sales and giving.

HFC ReNu
Goal: $50,000.00

The Women’s Ministries would like to introduce a special project
this year to help our Home For Children do some much needed
renovations. The kitchen, multipurpose room and library is way
past due for a facelift. The kitchen area has not been updated
since 1960.
I am excited that the Women’s Ministries in SC have a heart for
our children. I know that this is near to Christ’s heart, because He
instructed us to care for the widow and the orphans. Thank you in
advance for your help.
Although this is not a pledge from the Women’s Ministries
department, it is a goal that we would like to achieve in 2020- 2021.
James 1:27
Our goal is to help them raise $50,000 for this much
needed project.

The Covenant Sister program is part of our International Women’s Ministries and brings the
women of each state or region into covenant with the women of the 14 states or regions
comprising the team. The focus of the Covenant program is encouragement, prayer, support, and
kingdom building; helping mission states become self-supporting, where possible and participating in the shared vision of winning the world for Christ. We are in covenant with the following
states:

Mission:
Alaska, Canada-Quebec Maritimes, Midland Region, North Central Hispanic Region,
South Central Hispanic Region

Non Mission:
California/Nevada, Florida-Cocoa, Georgia-North, Latin America, Ohio
New England Southern, Pacific Northwest Region, South Carolina

,

Monies sent in for Home Missions is used for special projects within our state. Last year, we
raised funds for the Airnasium which has been used by every department since its completion
and will continue to be used in the years to come. In past years, these funds have been used in
times of disaster to assist local churches, updating the facilities at our campgrounds, assisting
local churches in hardship and pastor’s wives.

Laughter
Being stressed out is not becoming. Stress
causes tension, anxiety, and even medical
problems. There are several ways to relieve
stress besides taking a month-long vacation or
spending hours, each week in the gym. God
has given us a far simpler way to release
stress and feel good – Laughter! It is the
built-in stress reliever. When you laugh, just as
when you exercise, your body releases
endorphins that combat stress and make you
feel better. If you feel like stress is taking over,
read from a joke book, watch a comedy on TV,
or talk to a good friend who usually makes
you laugh. Learn to use your God-given stress
reliever, Laugh a little!
Taken from: Becoming New Testament / Thomas Nelson, INC
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Holiday Wassail
1 gallon apple cider or juice
1 cup brown sugar
1 (6oz) can frozen lemonade

2 cups water
20 whole cloves
4 cinnamon sticks

Mix all ingredients together in a large pot or in a large coffee maker. Heat.

Apple Crisp
5 to 6 apples
3/4 cup quick rolled oats
3/4 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup of all purpose flour
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon

1 stick of margarine

Arrange apples in pan. Combine all other ingredients. Sprinkle over apples. Bake 35 to 40
minutes at 3500. Top with ice-cream.

Sausage Balls
3 cups Bisquick
1 lb. sausage
2 cups of grated sharp cheese

2 Tbsp. cold water
pinch of salt
3 drops of Tabasco sauce (optional)

Mix all together and form into small balls. Place in a large shallow pan and cook at 3300 for
about 20 to 25 minutes. Makes about 160 to 180 balls.

Christmas Aroma
3 (4-inch) cinnamon sticks
1/2 cup whole cloves
3 bay leaves

1 or 2 lemons, halved
1 quart of water

Combine the following ingredients in a saucepan. Bring to a boil and simmer. Creates a nice
fragrant atmosphere.

Joe and Melanie Lambert accepted the position of lead pastors of Andrews Church
of God in August of 2020. Having served as youth and music pastors for the past
16 years at ACOG, they are honored to have the opportunity to serve as pastors of
the church that helped mold and shape them over the years. Melanie became
president of the Women’s Ministries of the church, and along with her board
members, hit the ground running to become involved in missions and outreach.
Their heart is to reach the lost, give women an opportunity to serve and build deep
relationships among the women of the church and community.
Pastor Joe and Melanie have worked hard the past few months to put together different teams of
ministries in the church. The Missions team is extremely excited to participate in local and world
missions. In September, the church’s missions team put together a group of 16 to attend the Prayer
March in Washington DC. The team rallied and marched through the city, praying over the nation. It
was a powerful time of prayer!

Last month, the church participated in a local canned food drive for the local branch of Helping
Hands. Shortly after the canned food drive, Helping Hands announced that they were having to
downsize and no longer had room for a clothes closet or food bank. Our church’s missions team
eagerly took the opportunity to set up a clothes closet and food bank to take over the ministry for our
community. Because Helping Hands could no longer afford to keep their building, they needed a
place to house their office. The church felt impressed by the Lord to offer them a room in our Family
Ministry Center to operate from.
The Women’s Ministry is also collecting socks and body wash to bless nursing homes around our
area. They are planning to package the socks and body wash along with handwritten notes of encouragement and God’s word that will be delivered to the nursing homes in November.
Andrews Church of God is honored and blessed for every opportunity that God has given us to serve
for His Kingdom. We are excited to see souls saved and lives changed through the projects that our
church is involved in. We love God, love People and are changing the World!

310 N. Morgan Ave.
Andrews, SC 29510
Love God, Love People, Change the World

Be Encouraged
With so much unrest going on in the world today, I pray that each of us has drawn
closer to the Lord. I do not know how your life has taken shape with the pandemic and
all of the unrest that’s going on in the world, but I do know that we have a God that
cares for us. He said to cast all of our cares upon Him. We have had to maneuver
through so many challenges, being isolated from family, friends, jobs; not being able to
go out to restaurants, shopping, or on vacations; has taken a toll on us all in some sort
of way. We can allow it to take us to places of loneliness, anger, stress, and anxiety or
we can allow it to take us to a place of change. We have to be the change that we want
to see. I often meditate on this prayer:
The Serenity Prayer
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the
things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.


Serenity means the state of being calm, peaceful, and untroubled. So that should
mean to us trusting the Lord with all your heart, leaning not onto your own
understanding....



Courage means to have faith not fear. Take a stand for righteousness.
Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of
them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave
you nor forsake you.”



Wisdom means having knowledge, good judgment and being wise.
Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”

So I encourage you to trust God!

Do you remember the commercial about Calgon body wash? “Calgon take me away.”
Just like a rumbling roar of a waterfall, all you can hear is the water, the water
drowns out everything around it. Allow the Word of God to drown out this unrest in
this unsettling, challenging time.
Allow God to take you in His presence where there is fullness of joy. Psalm 16:11 - In the
fullness of joy there is no sorrow, worry, doubt, or fear there's just an abundance of
love, peace and goodness.
As we experience His nearness we get our portion of joy from the Lord as our strength.

So be encouraged. Gods’ got your back! This too shall pass.

Blessings and lots of Love,
By: Annette DeVane

Which soap best describes you?
(or maybe you are a mixture)
Liquid - Ready to go. She always has to be in motion. Is constantly running errands or perhaps
running her children around for soccer practice and other things.
Foaming - Bubbling. Happy all the time. She laughs a lot and even likes to tell a joke on occasion.
Bar - Pretty standard. She's just happy being herself and likes to blend in with the crowd. Doesn't
like to make a fuss or have people notice her.
Scented - Smells good. She has a great attitude. People like being around her because she's so
sweet and pleasant.
Powdered - A little flakey. She tends to forget things such as appointments and birthdays. Tends to
show up late. Everyone loves her anyway.
Waterless - A little dry in the humor area. When people make a fuss over something, she just
doesn't understand it. She's pretty level headed.

Five Finger Prayer
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your thumb is the nearest to you so begin your prayer by praying for those closest to you.
Pointer finger reminds us to pray for those who teach, instruct and heal / Teachers, Doctors, and Ministers.
Middle finger is the tallest and reminds you to pray for our President and our Church Leaders.
Ring finger is your weakest finger and reminds you to pray for those who are sick or weak.
The pinky is your smallest finger and should remind you to pray for yourself.

By the time that you pray for the first four groups, your own needs will be put into proper perspective and
you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.

I just want to brag on the SC Women’s Ministries Board.
These ladies have a heart for the women in this state and are
Kingdom minded. It is a beautiful thing when one body
having different members create a dynamite team. Each of
them bring a unique gift to the team and have one goal in
mind - and that is to advance the Kingdom of God. I am so
blessed to have such a competent team working beside me as
we move forward to 2021. I love and appreciate each one of
these beautiful ladies and just wanted to give honor where
honor is due.
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“You Can

Trust God’s Heart”

I pray I never forget the miracle the Lord performed in my life in June 2019. I went to bed healthy fully expecting
to get up and go to work the next day as usual. However, at 4:40 a.m. my husband, David, woke up to find me in
full cardiac arrest. The doctors told David that it was very touch and go for several days, and I may not make it 24
hours, but praise be to God I survived. There is no doubt in my mind that the reason I am here today is because of
the prayers of God's people that touched the throne of grace. Many times, I have wondered if God put a shield
over my mind so that I could not remember the events that happened that morning and the days following the
event. I have heard David tell the story many times, and each time he states that God woke him up. He says there
was no reason to be up that early, but God woke him, and he heard me aspirating. He got there just in time to put
me on the floor and began CPR compressions. He called 911, and they were able to get me to the nearest hospital. I
was told that they shocked me eight times, and I am just so thankful to be alive to tell about it.
As I have reflected many times on the events that happened that morning, I remember David saying that he did not
know what to do that morning but could hear the voice in his head of the fire captain who taught him CPR saying
that “bad CPR is better than no CPR." When David worked for the City of Hartsville, he could not understand why
God had placed him in the position he was in. His office was displaced and located in the Hartsville Fire
Department. While he loved the guys that he worked with and was blessed to get to know them to see firsthand
what they went through in their capacity, and eventually serve as their chaplain, it just seemed strange that a
building official would have an office located in the Fire Department. However, it was in that season he was taught
CPR and learned to stay calm in crises. The Bible tells us in Psalms 37:23, “The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord: and he delighteth in his way” and Proverbs 16:9 says, “A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord
directeth his steps.” While we did not understand at the time why David was in that location, looking back on June
26, 2019, it is clear that God had my husband there for that season to prepare us for the events that would happen
years later.
As we travel down the road of life, we may not always understand why God has us in a place or in a season,
however, we can trust that He is ordering our paths, and He is directing our steps. The Word of God never teaches
us that trust and faith are easy, in fact, it is completely the opposite. The Christian walk has always been a walk
that cost something; it cost Jesus His very life. For us to live by faith will always cost us obedience. We have to
surrender our control and believe that our Heavenly Father has our best interest at heart. He is leading and guiding
us with every step we take so that one day when we leave this world it will lead us right to Him. Thank God, we can
always trust His heart.

Barbara Wilks

I am pleased to announce that we are putting together a journal of testimonies that will be used in our newsletters,
and our social media sites. If you would like to send us your testimonies to be added to this journal, please email
them or mail them to our office. The deadline for the testimonies to be in our office is December 1, 2020.

